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HEALTH & COMMUNITY NOTICGES

Health Benefits Transfer Period Open Through Nov 30

Active and retired members can change health plans, add or drop dependents, or
modify the Optional Rider during this window.
Changes take effect January 1, 2026.

Visit: nyc.gov/hbp

~ Cost-of-Living Adjustments (COLA) for 2026

e FDNY Pension COLA: 1.2% increase = +$18/month
e Social Security COLA: 2.8% increase = +$56/month average
. These increases apply automatically. No action needed.

Reinstatement Offer to Unvaxxed City Workers
The City is offering a second chance at reinstatement for roughly 3,000 municipal
employees fired under the 2021-2022 vaccine mandate.
Those who reapply:
e Will return at current pay rates
e Will not receive back pay
e Are not required to waive their right to sue

“2 Why that last part matters:

In the previous reinstatement window (2023), returning workers were forced to
sign a waiver agreeing not to pursue legal action.

This time around, you can come back and still retain your right to sue the City for
lost wages, benefits, or civil service rights.

It’s a major shift—and one worth understanding if you or someone you know was
affected.
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HEALTH & COMMUNITY NOTICES

50 Retirees Sue City Over Health Plan Changes

A coalition of NYC retirees and active workers has filed suit to stop the City’s push to
replace traditional health plans—like GHI Senior Care—with a self-funded insurance
model.
Their concerns:

e Fewer legal protections when coverage is denied

e Reduced options for dNovors and hospitals

e Increased out-of-pocket costs

e Loss of benefits retirees were promised when they left the job
City Hall says the change will save money. Retirees say it breaks the contract they
earned through decades of service.

This case could affect all current and future City retirees—whether they realize it yet
or not.
The legal fight is ongoing, but the message is clear: Don’t look away.

Ground Zero Toxin Investigation Ordered

For the first time, NYC’s Department of Investigation is digging into what city
agencies knew about 9/11 toxins—and when.
The probe was ordered by the City Council after years of pressure from first
responders and survivors dealing with long-term illness.
The stakes:

e Over 140,000 people are enrolled in the WTC Health Program

e More than 81,000 already suffer from certified exposure-related conditions

e New evidence may show that warnings were delayed or information was withheld
If that proves true, it could lead to expanded benefits, new lawsuits, and long-
overdue accountability for thousands of responders still dealing with the
consequences of their sacrifice.
This investigation is just beginning—but its impact could echo for years.
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Closing Message

As we wrap up this issue, we thank every member of
our Staten Island Retirees family. Even as some of
our officers face health challenges, our strength
comes from standing together and keeping each
other in our thoughts and prayers.

Stay safe, stay proud, and stay connected. We look
forward to seeing you at the next meeting.

This issue honors a brother we lost, and the bond we still
carry. From the firehouse to the yacht club, it’s the same
pride that keeps us showing up — for each other, and for
what we built.

Whether it’s in the heat of the job or the quiet of
retirement, we continue to show up, share stories, and
carry the weight together.

Brotherhood doesn’t fade. It finds new meaning — and
that’s exactly what this newsletter is here to protect.
Let’s keep that firehouse spirit alive, one page at a time.

— Michael Gargiso, Editor

Monthly Meeting Info

When: 3rd Tuesday of every month @ 6:30PM
Where: Richmond County Yacht Club
142 Mansion Ave, Staten Island, NY 10308

Note: No meetings in July or August.

Contact Info
Email: retirees@fdnysiretirees.org
Website: www.fdnysiretirees.org
















